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Presidents Message: Brian Laroche, President

The outpouring of support for our efforts to create a drug awareness night has been overwhelming,. I feel so fortunate to
have had the opportunity to speak to so many people who have been affected by drug and alcohol abuse. Everyone |
spoke to were very grateful that we were creating awareness and making the distinction that drug and alcohol abuse can
affect ANYONE. There are some really great people and families that have been devastated by the battle of addiction.
One of the most important things that we can do in the fight to prevent is to ensure that everyone realizes that it CAN
happen you, your family or your friends, no one is beyond addiction. For a teen, a one-time experiment of a prescription
pill can be the beginning of a life time battle with addiction. How? What we learned through the drug awareness program
is that the portion of the brain that gives us the resistance to addiction is not fully formed until the age of 25. With the age
that youth are beginning to experiment with marijuana, prescription pills and alcohol as young as 11, they don’t stand a
chance. The marijuana of today is four times as potent as it was 20 years ago, prescription drugs that were made only for
terminally ill patients, which are alarmingly addictive, are now readily available on the street to our youth. Parents of today
were never exposed to that, the world our teens are exposed to is very different than it was a generation ago. We need to
be more vigilant than ever with protecting our youth from the dangers that they are facing. The list of dangers not only
includes drugs and alcohol but also includes cyber bulling through social networking sites, the internet, texting and e-mail
then there are the pressures by teens to try the choking game, cutting, huffing and so much more. We are doing what we
can to help fight this epidemic, through awareness we can prevent these abuses from happening. For any parent interested
in an all day long training please e-mail blaroche(@comcast.net or call (617)786-1637 to sign up for the Parent’s Boot
Camp offered by EDAN, Drug Abuse Now. Brian Laroche, President

Easter Bunny Fun Day

Join the fun for children of all ages
Photos with the Easter Bunny ~ $5.00

SPRING AND EASTER CRAFTS
OUTDOOR EASTER EGG HUNT
FACE PAINTING - GAMES - BAKE SALE

Where: St. Thomas Aquinas Hall ~ Manet Ave and Darrow Street

When: Sunday, March 28, 2010 g
Time: 11:00AM ~ 1:00PM

Hop on over to welcome SPRING & join the fun!



























